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When art meets science - Try it yourself!

Art and science are often seen as two separate subjects. Historically
however, art and science have served each other in lots of ways.

Here are four examples of people who use(d) art to do science, and some
ideas on how you can take inspiration from their methods to become an
artist/scientist yourself!

Maria Sibylla Merian (1647-1747)

Maria Sibylla Merian was a scientific illustrator
in the 1600s. Her illustrations were unique
because they explored the interactions
between plant and animal species, making her
a predecessor of current ecologists. Her
drawings of insects in particular helped
investigate what their life-cycles are like.

Try it yourself! Have a look around outside. Draw a plant and any
insects you may find around this plant. Why do you think these
insects might be near this plant? Could it have to do with food or
shelter for example? Does the interaction between the plant and the
insects change at different times of the day or year?

Santiago Ramén y Cajal (1852-193Y4)
Santiago Ramon y Cajal was a Spanish scientist,
known for his beautiful ink drawings of brain cells.
Because techniques to stain individual brain cells
had only just been developed, Cajal was one of the
first to draw them. His drawings laid the ground work
for our current understanding of how brain cells are
interconnected and how they work.
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Laura Bundesen®© (current)

Laura Bundesen is an artist based in
Massachusetts, specialising in creating
representations of the brain. Her work stands out
because of the use of texture and material,
including textiles, embroidery and beading. Her
creations can be found on her website

Cave drawings (50,000+ years ago)

Humans made cave paintings in the prehistoric age
to document life around them. Many drawings depict
animals that still exist today, but some are expected
to show animals that have since gone extinct. In
Australia for example, scientists are combining
knowledge from fossils and cave drawings to learn
more about an extinct giant kangaroo!
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